Current therapeutic strategies and future perspectives for the treatment of venous thromboembolism.
Pulmonary embolism (PE) and deep vein thrombosis (DVT) are widely regarded as manifestations of a single disease, venous thromboembolism (VTE). An evidence-based approach to the treatment of acute VTE will be reviewed here. Currently available therapeutic options will be emphasized; possible future treatment approaches will be discussed briefly. The chronic management of VTE involves assessment of the risks and benefits of prolonged anticoagulation and is discussed in more detail elsewhere in this issue.